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to force, and ultimately that renewal of war which Oliver 1647 feared. The city militia was remodelled on a purely presbyterian basis, and secret negotiations took place with the French ambassador and the Scots with the view of bringing David Leslie's army to England. There was to be a settlement with the king on the understanding that he need not take the Covenant, but would accept presbyterianism for three years and hand over the militia for ten, and Lauderdale was permitted to visit him at Holmby. Rumours of these doings reached the army, and the agitators circularized the regiments, pointing out that, after disbandment, they might be " pressed away for Ireland or hanged in England."3 A petition to parliament by the fanatics who followed John Lilburne proposed a scheme of social and political reform which scared the presbyterian formalists to the marrow. On May 21 Oliver presented his report to the House, and for a moment he seemed likely to guide the majority in the path of wisdom. But members presently relapsed, they did not believe in his assurance that the army, if fairly treated, would disperse peaceably, and they resolved upon an immediate disbanding and the bringing of the artillery train from Oxford to London that it might be tinder their control. Secretly they were planning to get the king, the trump card, into their hands. " I doubt the disobliging of so faithful an army will be repented of," Ireton wrote to Oliver. " It shall be my endeavour to keep things as right as I can, but how long I shall be able I know not." 2

The army was already in revolt. It refused to disband, and the parliamentary commissioners were greeted as enemies and bidden take their " twopenny pamphlets " home again. Fairfax, torn between his belief in parliamentary authority and his loyalty to his men, had virtually surrendered his command. The agitators were now in charge. Oliver, who had hoped against hope that parliament would be reasonable, was compelled to a decision, and he decided, as he always did, on what he understood to be the facts of the case. Military dis-
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